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Location: Southwest of Moab and Kane Creek Road. South afibtorse Point State Park and the Colorado
River

Difficulty: Just a few rough spots on this predominantly emsly At one point, you're forced near the edgeaof
high cliff above the Colorado River. This spotrifimidating but easy. Suitable for stock, high-cieee vehicles
under normal conditions. Water crossings along Kare=k Road can be deep in early spring or aftavyheains.
Best driven in late spring and fall. Hot in summer.

Features: Descend from Hurrah Pass on the more remote Wkststhe scenic Colorado River gorge. See Dead
Horse Point State Park and Pyramid Butte acrossuwee Experience the thrill of Chicken Cornerged®e stay on
the trail at all times. This area has been hedrélgked by irresponsible drivers. Continued abusdccresult in

the area being closed.

Time and Distance:It's about 11.5 miles from the top of Hurrah Pasthe end of the trail. Allow about 4 hours
for the round trip plus an additional hour to re&tthrrah Pass.

To Get There: Reset your odometefrom the south side of Moab at the McDonald’s Rasint on Main Street,
take Kane Creek Road west. Bear left at the firk &nd head south along the Colorado River. Thempant ends
at 4.7 miles where the road swings left away fromriver. Continue on a wide gravel road cut acligs canyon
walls, then descent south to the valley floor. &wlthe main road until it crosses Kane Creek. Swiigigt after
crossing this crossing at 11.0 miles and begirgthdual climb to Hurrah Pass, reached at 14.4 rfilks/ation
4,780 ft.).

Trail Description: Reset your odometer at Hurrah Pass [03%fart down the west side on a rocky, winding ledge
road. At 2.5 miles [02] bear left uphill where les§ackson Hole Trail goes right. Trail conditiowarsen as you
drop into a dry wash. Negotiate a rocky challenge &then bear sharply right uphill. The roadtéas out as you
head southwest. This is open range so watch feaat the road. Bear right at 4.2 as a lesser goad left. At
4.4 [03] another road goes left to Dripping Spribgar right following a sign to Lockhart Basin. Tiead gets
rocky again and narrows to a single lane as it itidser to the river in places.

You'll pass through a barbed wire gate (closetérgbassing through) before reaching a key fotk &tmiles [04].
A sign should indicate Lockhart Basin left. Somegatihis sign is knocked down or removed by vandidar
right, climbing out of a dry, rocky wash. From hé¢hne trail is well defined as it crosses a bro&at,drea with sev-
eral easy rocky sections. Gradually a high walttanleft forces you closer to a cliff edge overlogkthe river.
The narrowest point at 10.0 miles [05] is the doleaChicken Corner. It's easy but may be intimidgtio some.
The road continues another 1.5 miles where it cames abrupt end at a remote overlook [06]. (Fhare, you'll
see a hiking trail that continues around a temypoint. This is the real Chicken Corner.) Deadddd?oint Over-
look is directly north across the river.

Return Trip: Return the way you came.

Meeting time and place:8:30am at the McDonald’s in Moab; we will be leayby 8:45am SHARP.
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Location: Northwest of Moab and west of Highway 191.

Difficulty: Once you enter the canyon, most of the road idysamsh bottom and fairly easy; however, conditions
can change due to the fluid nature of the trailoiél\this trip during periods of heavy rain and beee of the pos-
sibility of flash floods. There is one steep saddgcent into the canyon that has the potentiabshvout. It is
difficult to drive up so plan to drive the trail the direction described here. Route-finding ma litle confusing
because there are often several choices availdble in the wash. Fortunately, most choices leatthéosame

place. Mileage will vary based on the specific paih choose.

Features: This is a very pleasant trip as the trail softipds its way into a picturesque and quiet canydre T
sandy nature of the trail allows for many fun clesievithout doing damage to the environment. A goéste to
take the kids, have a picnic, and play in the sand

Time and Distance:The entire loop from Highway 191 and back is aldgumiles and takes 1 to 2 hours.

To Get There: From the intersection of Highways 191 and 128;alfi4.6 miles north on Highway 191 and turn
left on Blue Hills Road just south of mile post 14®u can see Blue Hills Road stretching acrosgthé&ie be-
fore you get to the airport.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer as you turn off J@1]. Drive west 2.3 miles and turn left [02]. #te
next major intersection, turn left [03]. Continue @ wide road. After passing through Bartlett Wash right at
mile 3.8 [04]. Within 0.2 miles the road to Tusfl@mnel goes to the left, continue straight. Passuiph a gate at
4.9 miles. Close the gate behind you.

After the gate, you'll pass a series of sand lfighe rightPlease stay out of this arealhe sand hills do not
need any further damage from vehicles as you wél #\s you continue, the trail splits in severagdiions. The
right is preferable as it meanders in the wash;ewaw, turn left out of the wash at 5.5 miles arjdinethe trail. If
you stay in the wash too long, it becomes verydlift.

Make an important right turn down into a wash deri2 [05]. Sometimes there’s a cairn marking this. This
is the entrance to Hidden Canyon. If you miss inig, you'll find yourself on a long sandy trekBaubinky Well
Road. Before you turn down into the wash, inspleetttail to make sure it is in good condition slfairly steep
and is susceptible to damage from heavy rain.dtse difficult to drive back up this hill so makare it is dry at
the bottom. Once in the wash, you pass througltttosewith high walls on both sides. Avoid gettidgse to any
wall that is undercut. Don't let children play img area. You'll pass through this narrow secttbe,wash widens
with various choices. Choose a path with which fgml most comfortable. At 7.5 miles the trail meygégth the
exit trail. Bear left and continue into the canypshort distance until you reach the turnaroui®j. [Ohis is a
good place to stop for lunch and explore the area.

As you head back out of the canyon, bear leftapthint the trails merged and stay on a well-defisendy road.
You'll soon head into another wash—this one wittest. Resist the urge to climb out of the wash astsais|
head uphill to the right. Stay in the wash untliécomes a defined road again. Go straight atrhile$ as you
pass the turn for Hidden Canyon Overlook. Beardefhe corral and head back out to Blue Hills Raadre a
right turn will take you back to Highway 191 at 14miles.

Return Trip: Turn right at 191 to go back to Moab.

Meeting time and place:9:00am Super 8 Motel, Moab; we will be leavingbh¥5am SHARP.



23



23

Location: West of Moab and Highway 191. South of Highway .313

Difficulty: The trail begins on a high, two-lane shelf roatthdugh easy, use extra caution when wet. Partiseof
trail are rocky but suitable for stock high-clearavehicles with skid plates. The last 0.2 mileiEGemini
Bridges are the toughest. It is recommended thatwyalk this section. Because this trail is a hgavded biking
route, it is well marked with painted white daslieds; consequently, route-finding is fairly easy.

Features: One of the most popular biking and four-wheel-dnigutes in Moab. The east side approach has dra-
matic views of the La Sal Mountains and Arches dl&i Park. The Gemini Bridges are really two laagehes,
side by side, several hundred feet high. This tammediately apparent because you approach them tihe top
looking down. Be careful walking around until yoetgour bearings. Don't let children play by thehass in this
area.

Time and distance:lt is 7.7 miles to Gemini Bridges from the easesand 5.6 from the west side—a total of 13.3
miles. Allow about 3 hours for the whole trip pheturn time on Highway 313.

To Get there: From the intersection of Highways 191 and 128;adid.3 miles north on Highway 191 and turn left
into a parking area. This turn is 1.3 miles sodthlighway 313.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer when you turn off Highway[029]1 Pass through the parking area, cross
a set of railroad tracks and bear left followingjide dirt road which parallels 191. Soon the raati¢ west and
starts to climb. At the high point along this ledgad, don't be distracted by the outstanding vieay close atten-
tion to traffic which can be heavy at times. Thaad accesses many trails in the area and is eXyreqopular.
Continue south as the road descends and swintieaifjht through a wide valley. After passing Geg Bird
Rock, spur roads head in various directions bubtaa road is well traveled. At 4.7 miles [02],nuight ata T
and climb a steep hill. Turn right at 5.1 and ag#if.3 miles [03] as a sign indicates Bull Cantmthe left.

Make an important left turn at 6.1 miles [04]. Sgmu begin crossing slickrock marked with paintddterdashed
lines. At 7.0 bear right as a lesser road goesAeff.3 bear left [05]. A larger road comes inrfréhe right at 7.5.
You will exit on this road later. It is recommendbat you park here and walk downhill from thisigoiT he trail
gets tougher with some good sized ledges. Skieépkate definitely recommended. Follow the whitehdddines
as you continue the last 0.2 miles to the bridges7amiles [06]. When exploring around the briddes very care-
ful. You are hundreds of feet above the valley telo

You may return the way you came or continue westighhway 313. To reach 313, go back 0.2 miles eowvider
road you passed before you turned downRiiset your odometer at this poiktead north 0.1 miles and turn left
on a single lane road. At 1.0 bear right [07]. Mbpéass under a power line before reaching a majersection at
1.7 miles [08]. Turn left and follow this wide giwoad all the way to Highway 313 at 5.6 miles][09

Return Trip: Turn right on Highway 313. You'll reach Highway1Lth a little more than 13 miles. From there,
turn right for Moab or left for Interstate 70. Teach Canyonlands National Park and Dead Horse Btite Park,
turn left on Highway 313.

Meeting time and place:8:30am at the Riverside Oasis Campground, Moabwiide leaving by 8:45am
SHARP.
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Location: Northwest of Moab and Highway 313.

Difficulty: Most of this trail is easy to moderate but thereafew places that earn it a difficult rating.esmall
water crossing can be deep and muddy. Several sEdtjons are narrow and require careful maneugéoin
avoid body damage. Erosion along the river hasntatthe trail in a few places. Although a stock\6thn get
through, | wouldn’t take a shiny new vehicle orsttrail. Heavy brush (called tamarisk) is extrenddyse along
the river banks and will make deep brush marksir ypaint. The trail is nasty in the summer so t@keg insect
repellent. Route-finding is very easy.

Features: Despite all the negatives explained above, thisis worth your time if you have the right velaclAt
the end of the trail, you'll climb high up into Hdpe Canyon where an interesting abandoned uramiie
awaits. The mine is in excellent condition with el large, well-preserved pieces of mining equipinstrewn
about the entrance area. Despite the good condifittine mine, stay out. Uranium mines have addgdaf radon
and are very dangerous.

Time and Distance:From the starting point, allow about 2 to 3 hdiarsthe round trip. It is 8.6 miles, one way, to
the mine. Add to that another 2 hours for the rowipdof Spring Canyon Bottom which you must contelbefore
you reach the start of this trail. With transit éino Moab and stopping time along the way, thissatiwe can eas-
ily take all day.

To Get There: Drive north from Moab on Highway 191 to Highway33Turn left following signs to Can-
yonlands National Park. Just after a view aregheridft at 8.5 miles, turn right on Dubinky Well &b After 1.5
miles Dubinky Well Road goes to the right; you graight on Spring Canyon (Bottom) Road.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer where Spring Canyon Bottom Regihg[01]. After 4 miles you'll be-
gin to see Hellroaring Canyon on the left. Beatr &f%.9 miles as a lesser road goes right. Cuighten at 9.1
miles before the serious descent into Spring CangbB.4 the canyon makes itself known in a big wayyou
find yourself on a shelf road with a precipitousfan your left [02]. Even though the road is widad well-
graded, | recommend you shift into low range toimire use of your brakes. At one point, the steelflit into the
cliff edge and rock overhangs the road. The roael$¢eout at 10.3 miles as you cross a small crébé&re’s a fork
at 12.1 miles. Bear right on a lesser road to rélaehmiver at 12.5 miles [03] to continue to He J&anyon.
Reset your odometer as you turn right along thee@rieiver{01]. You soon run into the tamarisk brush desatibe
earlier.

At 0.7 miles a small tributary can become a nasid fmole—fortunately, it's not wide. With a littleamentum,
you should get through ok. At 2.7 there’s a smatkrobstacle and at 5.5 watch for a sharp rockjthatout into
the trail. It's hidden by the bushes on the leftalfew places, erosion has washed away the Igé efithe trail.
You must use your own judgment as to whether tikisr safe to continue.

At mile 8.0 [02] bear right at a rusty bulldozedastart uphill into Hey Joe Canyon. At 8.1 beat fefcontinue
uphill. The trail is very rocky for the next halfiley but with careful tire placement it is passatea stock high-
clearance vehicle. You reach the mine at 8.6 nil8s There is adequate room for several vehiagsark. This
is a good place for lunch. Under no circumstanbesiisl you remove any old equipment or artifactsrfithe mine
site.

Return Trip: Return the way you came.

Meeting time and place:8:15am at the Super 8 Motel, Moab; we will be lagwy 8:30am SHARP.
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Location: East of Moab inside the Sand Flats Recreation.Area

Difficulty: Dominated by undulating slickrock with intervalssoft sand and a few rocky sections. Excellerd-tra
tion on dry slickrock permits vehicles in low géarascend and descent extremely steep sectiony efickrock.
Be more careful under wet conditions. ApproachsteEsetions head-on rather than sideways acrodsith8tock
vehicles should have good articulation, high grooledrance, and adequate front and rear appro@basan

The trail is well marked with stenciled stegosawmbols. A few confusing spots remain, however, ap gose
attention to directions. Use the radio tower fdaradmark. Please be sure to stay on the traibufget confused,
get out and find the trail on foot. Don't drive arw aimlessly looking for the route.

Features:A thrilling drive of steep climbs and heart-poumglidescents with the La Sal Mountains providing a
beautiful backdrop. Part One, on the south sideaofd Flats Road, is very scenic and steep butrthafe less
dramatic. Part two, on the north side, starts gaigibut ends with a roller-coaster ride you'll mevforget. This
route duplicates that driven during the Easter Badpri with the exception of one short out andkisde trip at
waypoint 12.

Time and Distance:The trail measures 9.4 miles as described and &ke 4 hours.

To Get There: From Main Street and Center Street in the MiddI&ofb, go four blocks east to 400 East Street.
Head south to Millcreek Drive and turn left. Goaggiht at the stop sign near the cemetery and foBawd Flats
Road 1.7 miles to the entrance booth of the Saats IHRecreation Area (fee required). Stay on Saat Road
another 2.0 miles and turn right into Campsite @ug. Drive in a short distance. The trail starisa patch of
slickrock to the right of campsite #5.

Trail Description:

South Side:Reset your odometer where the trail starts nexiaropsite #501]. The trail swings around the back
of the campsite to the left where you'll see stegosymbols immediately. Pass over a sand hillanfles. In
places, rocks are lined up on each side of the tmaélp define the trail. At 0.5 [02] bear righteafork. The trail
turns north for a while then swings south agaimglthe top of a fin. A diversion at 0.8 [03] dragf§the fin to the
right then immediately climbs back up. At 0.9it gsooff again to the right and then swings left.eAfthe trail re-
verses direction again, descend through a steeqmwmaavine at 1.4 miles. Bear right at a fork & [04]. Make a
hard right at 1.6. You meet a larger road at 153 fa Campsite 4F. Turn right and climb a steepkydill follow-
ing signposts. Bear left at 1.9 as you go arouraléircle. At 2.1 miles [06] bear right on a lessmad uphill be-
fore you return to campsite 4F. When you run intarger road at 2.2 bear right. At 2.4 bear rigidia ata T in-
tersection. You're now in campsite cluster H. Couné east across a small plank bridge before reg&and Flats
Road at 2.5 miles [07]. Turn right and drive 0.3e®i[08] to campsite K5 on the left.

North Side: Reset your odometer as you turn left off Sand Ratad[08]. Pass straight through Campsite K5
following Fins & Things sign posts. Look hard foietstegosaur symbols—they’re there. Climb over allsock
outcropping and drop down a steep incline. At 09] pear right at a T intersection following a saigdoove. Go
straight at 0.3 and left at 0.5 [10]. Bear righhilipat campsite L1. Bear right at 0.6 [11]. Watfoin signposts. Go
straight past campsite L3 at 0.7. Cross a catteedjheading north before reaching a T interse@tdh1 miles d
[12]. Turn left on a sandy road. At 1.6 miles [b&lar left as a lesser road goes right. Bear rightfark at 1.7.
Descend an area between tall rocks and pass theofagite. Go straight at 2.4 as a lesser roadrigigs At 2.5
stay right on the rocks.

Bear right at 2.6 miles [14] where stegosaur symsipoint both ways. Left exists past the radio towen’ll

climb on top of a fin heading west. At 2.8 beahtifpllowing symbols up a steep section of slickrdBear right
at a Tat 3.0 miles [15]. Left goes to the radiogowagain. Bear left at 3.1 at a sign indicatingtia use area
ahead. That would be Negro Bill Wilderness StudgaAmMake left turns at 3.1 and 3.2.
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At 3.7 [16] you'll pass a canyon on the right tigats to Morning Glory Arch (hiking required). Lotk the natu-
ral dinosaur rock formation directly south. The maail appears to go straight at 4.0 [17] so watatefully. Turn
right, drop down into a sandy spot and climb baglasteep section of slickrock. You'll see stegosgmbols
again after you make the turn. Bear right at 48] Hs yet another road returns to the radio to@esss more sand
before climbing onto another fin at 4.3. Make adhaght off the fin at 4.4 [19]. At 4.7 [20] turfight onto a fin as
a sandy road goes left to exit.

Continue to follow stegosaur symbols. Straddleraovaspot at 4.9. Climb to the top of a tall findalescend the
other side. When you reach the bottom, turn righthe slickrock at approximately 5.1 miles [21hiF is a key
intersection. You'll loop around and come backhis spot in just a few minutes. At 5.3 miles [2Blycan take a
shortcut up a steep spot on the left called Ken@)imb or go around. As you continue, drop dowreg section
into the sand as the trail meanders to Fenchy’'aFm5 [23]. Bear left around a tree and climlg gtiort, steep
obstacle. At 5.6 you descend to the intersectiossad earlier [21]. Make a hard right off the fiert immediately
turn left back up a steep spot. Follow stegosami®ys up and down more roller coaster size fingteefinally
leveling off. Go straight at 6.0 [20] where a samdgd joins on the left. Pass through a fence kafeaching Sand
Flats Road at 6.4 miles [24].

Return Trip: Turn right to return to Moab. Left takes you ose&and Flats Road and eventually connects to La
Sal Mountain Loop road. On the way you pass the sta&?orcupine Rim.

Meeting time and place:9:00 am at the City Market parking lot; we wilblee at 9:15am SHARP.
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Location: Northwest of Moab, immediately west of Highway 181d 313.

Difficulty: Most of the trail is moderate with just a few ditflt spots. Some stock vehicles with very highuyd
clearance and good articulation can manage thisArégough section down to Uranium Arch can be ideadl by
simply viewing the arch from above. One spot nearrivhac Butte tilts sideways to an extreme degrée.trail
can be made much more difficult by driving optioldipe Out Hill which requires lockers or a winchget back
up. The exact trail described here is sometimdidif to find, but because it follows a well-dedid rim, you
can't stray too far off course. Monitor and Merrizrauttes are excellent landmarks and are usuadipplei across
this open area. A network of connecting roads plesvimany alternate routes and exit points butadsis to the
confusion of route-finding.

Features: Many beautiful overlooks and interesting rock fatimans including Corral Canyon, Monitor and Merri-
mac Buttes, Determination Towers, Uranium Arch, @adirthouse Rock. The drive itself is interestisgltee ter-
rain changes from slickrock to sagebrush to wastobo

Time & Distance: The loop described here is about 20 miles inclgidide trips to Uranium Arch and the Seven-
mile Canyon Overlook. Allow about 5 hours drivingé plus stops.

To Get There: Drive north from Moab on Highway 1@bntinue 0.6 miles past Highway 313 and turndefa
wide gravel road.

Trail Description:

From the start to Uranium Arch: Reset your odometer as you turn off 191 [01]. Headh on Cotter Mine
Road, gradually passing west of the power linesstBaght at 0.7 then turn left uphill at 1.2 milég 2.0 miles
[02] turn left, leaving the main road. Shift intmt gear as the road steepens through rougher $aitkk. Stay
right at 2.7 and ignore lesser spurs. At 3.1 [08h feft downhill as an equal size road goes sttaigrop down a
ledge into a wash at 3.6. Where the road goeghtrat 3.9 you turn left and descend a coupleadstedges then
make an immediate right turn. At 4.0 make a haftdalea four-way intersection then bear right. Makieft at 4.1
and another at 4.4. You should be heading dowrilloverlook to Corral Canyon is reached at 4.%em[D5] just
around the corner. Take a few minutesook around. You can see why this canyon fumgttbwell as a natural
corral. Not a lot of fencing is necessary. Beantrigphill in a southeast direction following cairmaay from the
overlook. At 5.0 turn left at a T and approachtine Stay along the rim until 5.6 miles [06] whexeairn marks a
trail to the right. This is a short side trip toddium Arch. The rocky trail drops steeply along sbeth side of the
arch then returns the same way. You can avoidotight spots by viewing the arch from above.

From Uranium Arch to Sevenmile Canyon Overlook:Reset your odometer when you get back to the bove
Uranium Arch [06]. Continue south along the rim. &@ight at 0.1 as a lesser road goes right. Af@] turn
right and head downhill away from the rim, evenutylo the trail appears to go straight. You'll soanng left
back towards the rim. It may take some detectivekwm find the trail through this area. Watch fairas and tire
tracks. After a long downhill section of slickroak0.9 miles 1061, watch for a cairn on the lefirriTleft at the
cairn before the slickrock ends. You should be &bksee Sevenmile Canyon to the south.

Gradually the trail becomes more defined as it g&isouthwest on a course roughly parallel with Migi 313.
For a short distance it heads northwest. At 2.@srilirn left where a lesser road goes right. Gogstt at 2.1 [09]
on what is now a well-defined sandy road. A rigatehwould bypass the overlook. Bear right at 2d3stgaight at
2.6 jloi, and left at 2.9 before reaching the ovekl at 3.3 miles [15].

From Sevenmile Canyon Overlook to Wipe Out Hill:Reset your odometer at the overlook [15]. Drivetoe
same way you came in, then turn left at 0.7 mil€§.[At 1.1(12] the road swings left and joins thgass road
mentioned above. Go straight through a four-wagrggction at 1.4 and another cluster of roadssatihmedi-
ately turn left at a small tree [13] and followandy road towards the opening between Monitor aedrikhac
Buttes. A high ledge extends north from the basdafitor Butte at 1.8. Swing north around the ledgen
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even though tracks go up it. The trail is not obgitbetween the buttes. Curve right around the smsghside of
Merrimac Butte. At 2.2 swing left through a narrepace between a high rock ledge and two large rstek&ling
on edge [141. They look like two giant pieces ofrtvioast (see photo). Follow around the base afikbac. At
2.4 you can stay high along the wall or drop dovirere it's not so tippy. You'll pass through a snsalhdy can-
yon then swing uphill again towards the base ofMieerimac. At 2.7 you can't avoid an extremelyedtsection of
slickrock (see photo). Study the slope carefullytfe best line. | went high to the right then sardowthill before
the steepest part. My tilt gauge measured 28 degree

At 2.8 miles [15] you reach a sign pointing aheadMipe Out Hill. It's just around the corner to tled. If you're
looking for a tough challenge, this is

an opportunity to drive down and up the obstackheut having to drive the entire Wipe Out Hill Tir&iot cov-
ered in this book). | managed the obstacle sucgkgsiith the help of a good spotter and lockerbath axles. |
must admit, driving up was quite a thrill.

From Wipe Out Hill to Highway 191: Reset your odometer at the sign above Wipe OU{1§ll. Head north
along the east side of Big Mesa. The road is mastly with an occasional rock ledge to make ir@sng. Bear
left at a fork at 0.8 miles [16]. The dramatic rowedles ahead are called Determination Towersendery
popular with rock climbers. At 1.2 miles the roamkg straight but we went left across some slicktogiet a
closer view of the towers. Turn left at a T intetsen at 1.5 miles [17]. Right would take you itill Canyon.
Pass through a fence at 1.9 and begin a graduegigieisto Tusher Wash. Turn right at 2.7 [18] itite main
wash. At 3.7 you'll pass through a narrow sectiatice that the rock is red on one side and whit¢he other.
That's because this part of the trail follows a ondfwult line. The rocks have shifted, exposindetént rock lay-
ers on each side of the trail.

You intersect with Mill Canyon Road at 4.6 mile®]1Turn right following the wash. Just around toener at 4.7
turn right out of the wash on a well-defined roBdar left at 6.6 before reaching Highway 191 atriil2s

[20].

Return Trip: Turn right for Moab or left for Interstate 70.

Meeting time and place:8:00am at the Riverside Oasis Parking Lot; we l@dlve at 8:15am SHARP.









Location: South of Moab. Starts from Kane Creek Road ant$ exiHighway 191.

Difficulty: This trail is on the borderline between moderatg @ifficult. Stock vehicles with skid plates cart ge
through although some experience is necessaryt Bigkh, in a few places, will rub against the sidéyour ve-
hicle. Avoid this trail during periods of heavy nffias stream crossings may be too deep. Theraighashelf
road as you near the end of the trail. Backing bmyequired to pass. Be aware of the possibilitifash floods in
the narrow canyon.

Route-finding is easy except for a brief spot atlleginning.

Although there are spur roads that depart into s&grons, the main trail is

obvious most of the way.

Features: The trail winds back and forth across the flooKkahe Creek Canyon and crosses Kane Creek many
times. It then climbs rapidly up the narrow endh& canyon, providing some terrific photo opportigsiand a
few small challenges. Officially this canyon isledlKane Springs Canyon, but most people referas Kane
Creek. | don’t recommend you drive this trail dgrithe hot summer months when biting flies becorpeoalem.

Time & Distance: From Kane Creek Road to Highway 191 is 13.6 miles.
Allow 3 to 4 hours driving time once on the trail.

To Get There: From the south side of Moab at the McDonald’'s BRestnt on Main Street, take Kane Creek Road
west. Bear left at the first fork and head soutinglthe Colorado River. After the pavement endsydélad swings
east away from the river. The road continues sauttssing Kane Creek several times. Just beforwiithe dirt

road swings right in the direction of Hurrah Pdssj left on a single lane road 11.3 miles from Meo2ld's.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer at the start [01]. As you hesesd, you immediately encounter a jumble of
spur roads. Make a left, a right, and a left. Tdst turn should send you across Kane Creek atkg spot. Con-
tinue straight at 0.4 miles and the road shoulchdwad south. From this point, ignore all spur sotheit head east
and west.

You'll cross a variety of interesting obstacledfastrail twists in every direction. At several p, erosion has
eaten away the right side of the trail, forcing yeft over some challenging terrain. At 3.7 milesg a steep hill
on the right [02] where a spur goes up and dowrhilhén the shape of a horseshoe. At 4.5 milesl[@8 stream
becomes overgrown with tamarisk, an aggressivehtwaed for erosion control. The trail narrows gsagses
through the brush and weaves in and out of thdashalreek many times. At 6.6 miles [04] pass thfvag open-
ing in a barbed wire fence. At 10.0 miles the tfalllows the rocky creek bed for a distance befmeginning an
earnest climb out of the canyon.

Perhaps the toughest spot on the trail is encoeshter 10.7 miles [05]. It's steep and rocky (seetph Several
attempts may be necessary for stock vehicles. d&& continues up the canyon wall across a narrelf. dbse
caution around blind curves. There’s another chgiley spot at 11.4 miles as you cross a small sttbat feeds
into Kane Creek. This is a nice place to stoptdioch. At 12.8 miles [06] cross Kane Creek and hgddll on a
better road. Bear right at 12.9. Pass through ea igentified as having an underground pipelinenTeft ata T
intersection at 13.2 miles to connect with Highvi& at 13.3 miles [071.

Return Trip: Turn left and head back to Moab. It's about 1%emil

Services:There’s a well-maintained roadside park with mod®strooms north on Highway 191. The Hole-in-the
-Rock Home and Gift Shop has snacks and drinks wheyire open. Return to Moab for all other sersice

Meeting time and place:9:00am at the City Market in Moab; we will leawe9al5am SHARP.






Location: Southwest of Moab and west of Kane Creek Road.n\teking for this trail on any map, look for its
official name—Amasa Back.

Difficulty: The trail starts downhill, crosses Kane Creeknttlembs rapidly up a very rocky, steep grade. Kane
Creek can rise quickly after a heavy rain. Obstaale tall, challenging, and frequent. The secaifidf the trail
smooths out but not before crossing a challengargomv road on a shelf about 400 feet high. Thi isanot suit-
able for stock vehicles. Extra-high ground cleaeaand lockers are recommended. The trail is faipyious most
of the way with the exception of acouple of shamttsehes of slickrock. Spur roads are limited mgkioute-
finding fairly easy.

Features: The thing you'll remember most about this traih@ the incredible scenery, but a 4-foot high kdg
across a narrow shelf road perched high on shesooavalls. Although just one obstacle of manys tme will
get your undivided attention. I've added one skt trip that offers a near aerial view of theibeong of Poison
Spider Mesa (Trail # 20). Remember to pack youotitars. This is a popular biking trail so use appiate cau-
tion and courtesy. Pull over and let bikers pasiséff approach you from behind. On a trail likesthihey will of-
ten make better time than you.

Time & Distance: As described here, this trail is 4.3 miles frora #tart to the final overlook. With a properly
equipped vehicle, you can complete the round trip o 3 hours. Add a little more time for the sidp to the
overlook of Poison Spider Mesa.

To Get There: From the south side of Moab at the McDonald’s Bestnt on Main Street, take Kane Creek Road
west. Bear left at the first fork and head soutinglthe Colorado River. The pavement ends befaehiag the
trailhead on the right at 5.8 miles. A sign hergssamasa Back Trail.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer as you turn off Kane CreeldRAa down immediately—the trail is
difficult from the start [01]. Drop down a shoriltand cross Kane Creek. Normally it is shallow lgwells
quickly after a heavy rain (see photo at left). €dgand is possible at this location (see pageAf8r the creek,
follow the trail to the left over a difficult rodedge. The trail is well defined as you climb contlly over fre-
guent obstacles. At 1.5 miles bear to the righe sifla large slab of rock. There’s a major obstatle.8 miles (see
bottom photo on front cover). You reach the tophefridge at 2.2 miles and get your first lookhet bther side.
This area is called Jackson Hole and is markedthlil picturesque butte. The trail swings north andther road
goes right uphill 1021. This spur road goes torlook of Poison Spider Mesa. You will come baekenlater
so bear left now. Soon the shelf road begins. Bndiles you'll drive down the big ledge describexdllier [03]
(See center photo on page 118.) Its position albegliff makes it very intimidating. Take your tnand use a
spotter. As you move along this shelf road, youseathe Potash Plant to the west and the evapomtinds far-
ther south. Shafer Trail (Trail #42) passes throtingharea. You'll get a much better view of thisaat the end of
the trail. After the shelf road, the trail gradyadlwings to the west and crosses a gentle platbavesnyou can
make better time. At 3.6 miles [04] make a hardhtrigphill over a big ledge. It may be a little eadb the left.
After coming back down this ledge you'll encoungeslickrock section where the trail disappears. fnthe
notch at the top. More slickrock follows as you towe to climb. The trail is not obvious but if ybead generally
in a southwest direction, you will reach the oveki@t 4.3 miles [051. | try to time the trip sotthaeach this

point about lunch time. It's a great place to relax

Return Trip: You can explore the Amasa Back area north of theglook but you eventually must return the way
you came. On the way down, drive out to the ovérlobPoison Spider Mesa. Turn left at the fork thaten-

tioned as you were coming up Lozi. Going down,ilt lae just after the shelf road. The overlook shaads uphill
over a few small ledges. Continue straight at tigeas a lesser road goes to the right. Cruise ditivavier a

stretch of soft sand before reaching the overldtis side road measures 0.7 miles one way.

Meeting time and place:8:30am at the City Market Parking Lot; we will lEaVing at 8:45am SHARP.






Location: South of Moab, west of Highway 191

Difficulty: Behind the Rocks’ most difficult obstacle—White Wakle Hill—may be the most dangerous and terri-
fying obstacle in Moab. It's akin to driving offseries of small cliffs. Many drivers attach a safdtap to the rear
of their vehicle to avoid tipping forward and tunmg down the hill. Others do it cold turkey. Incilglg, some
people actually turn around and drive back up. Bikemmatters worse, White Knuckle Hill has no bypassi
must avoid this entire portion of the trail or tiround. Remaining obstacles are not much easigh. Bive and
Upchuck are appropriately named. I've seen stoticles get through this trail, but not without @atr deal of
assistance and body damage. Lockers and extraghigimd clearance are highly recommended. Even ttam;
age is possible.

While landmarks and defined roads make route-fipaimanageable, the route is complex. Instructionst foe
followed carefully. Fortunately, if you get loshet exit route is not far away. Many spurs that hemah lead to
the county road. From there a left turn takes yackkio Highway 191. There are several places aloagrail that
come back to the main road, allowing early deparitthis becomes necessary.

Features: This trail starts just south of the Behind the RowVilderness Study Area. This particular WSA iseo
pletely closed to motorized travel to preserveéritsedible beauty. This fantasy land of Navajo saoide fins and
domes is perhaps the most photographed area in.\Betlveen difficult obstacles are stretches of ¢asywin and
unique arches. The trail concludes with a wild éesthrough remote Hunters Canyon.

Time & Distance: The trail itself measures 14.1 miles. Add to tadther 15 miles for the return on Pritchett
Arch Trail (#26) to Highway 191. An entire day shibe allowed for this run. Don’t be surprised é@uyarrive
home late for dinner.

To Get There: From the McDonald's Restaurant south of Moab,&ldi@.8 miles south on Highway 191. About
0.6 miles south of mile post 115, turn right onusimarked dirt road. If you begin climbing a lond bih 191,
you've gone too far.

Trail Description:

From the start to High Dive: Reset your odometer as you turn off 191 [01].d&wn and shift into low range
immediately. Challenges are just ahead. At 0.631ere’s a steep rocky hill that's easier withkers. Turn right
when you intersect with a wider road at 0.9 mi@21]. A left turn here would take you to the stdiPdtchett

Arch Trail (#26). Go straight at 1.0 miles as astgsoad comes in from the right. At 1.3 miles [681ir roads de-
part in several directions. Take the left-most sfalfowed by another left immediately. Stay on thest traveled
part of the trail as you pass frequent spurs. Taiewidens at 2.3 miles [04] and descends rapigigr some tough
ledges. Left here is the easier route. Numerousramaller challenges follow. Go straight at mile & an equal
size road crosses perpendicularly [05]. At 3.6 snjleu reach High Dive and Upchuck [061. Get outafr vehi-
cle and take a close look at High Dive. | recommirst-timers connect a tow strap to the heaviesticle avail-
able. This vehicle follows at a speed that leaustq few feet of slack in the tow line, preventingerious tumble.
If you don’t feel comfortable going down this oldg turn around; the trail only gets worse. THel¢alge imme-
diately after High Dive is Upchuck. Use cautionéhas well. It's tougher than it looks.

From High Dive to White Knuckle Hill: Reset your odometer at the bottom of High Divethést top of the can-
yon at multiple spurs, take a hard left and headhsweest. The road becomes sandy with a fun stitethoop-ti-
dos. Continue straight at 1.1 miles [07] as a rmradses diagonally. At 2.0 miles [08] turn rightidread directly
towards Lone Rock (called Prostitute Butte on lgkimap). Turn right again when you reach the LonekiRBal-
cony Arch is directly above you. Head northeashttarve left around the back side of the butte why@u en-
counter Picture Frame Arch on the left at 2.5 millbis is usually a good place to stop for luncliked to climb up
inside the arch and take pictures looking downmBlhg up on the left side is easier. After Pictirame Arch,



make a hard right and head downhill. Don't contiaveund the butte. Follow a smooth sandy roadtbats
northeast. It curves north and crosses straightaghort section of slick- rock. Turn left at avdy intersection at
3.7 miles [101. The road is easy for a short distavefore it drops over a steep ledge. Continaég$tr until you
run into the main road at 5.0 miles [111. Beartigien right again immediately off the main roaéhding north-
west. Go straight at 5.4 miles as a road joinsherright [12]. Bear left as you encounter sevepal soads at
about 5.7 miles. Look right for a steep hill blackd by tire marks. This is called Hummer Hill [131got its
name from the fact that some Hummers have parkksivsiys on the hill without rolling over. My adviteto
drive straight up and down regardless of vehigetyBear left after Hummer Hill. There’s yet motealttenge
before reaching a major intersection at 6.1 mileq.[A hard left here, marked by a sign to Prittieth, would
take you back to the main road. Continue partiaifiyuphill on a sandy road. After some more whaieges, it
gets rocky again. The trail becomes somewhat obdmutryou can find your way through without too imti@u-
ble. At mile 6.7 there’s a rounded-off series afges that | found really fun to go down [15]. Neeadn our group
knew an official name for this obstacle, so I'vébbad it Roller Coaster. Continue straight at 6.8 &sser road
joins on the left. | think this is the last chartoeavoid White Knuckle Hill. | didn’t drive this ed myself, so I'm
only guessing after studying a detailed USGS mas.& miles turn left down a steep, rocky, tippptsgonce
past here, you're committed to White Knuckle Hihich follows immediately [16]. Walk down and supvhe
area before you go any farther. White Knuckle Hilthe ultimate four-wheel commitment. If you dexit con-
tinue, you'll need an excellent spotter—an experéehfour-wheeler in whom you have complete trusnsider
using a safety strap as described earlier. It fdedsyou’re driving off the edge of a cliff. Yowao see nothing
ahead except blue sky. Make sure your spotter staattlin your view.

From White Knuckle Hill through Hunters Canyon: Reset your odometer after completing White Knuckile
[16]. Turn right and head north toward Hunters GamyTurn left at 1.0 miles [17]. As you begin tcsdend,
you'll encounter an obscure section of slickrockadually curve right in a northwest direction. Yibdrop down
some challenging ledges as the canyon narrows.3Anlles you can see the bottom of the canyoneag il
bends around in a sweeping S curve—first righth fleét. The trail is well-defined as it zig-zagsdbgh the can-
yon. In places, the canyon is too narrow to recai@PS signal. At mile 2.7 bear right as the pa#ses under an
overhang. You cross back and forth across the dredlbefore reaching the end of the trail at 318@$1iL8].

Return Trip: To return to Moab, turn left. Reset your odomettethis point. Continue straight as the road curves
uphill to the right. After climbing a rocky stretctontinue straight across slickrock at 1.5 milgs.straight at 2.2
[05] and again at 4.0 miles [04]. The road curedsdownhill and crosses a shelf at 4.5 miles. idz& remains
wide and is easy to follow. Soon the road curvéisaled heads northeast. It splits and comes bagther. A

broad valley can be seen ahead with Lone Rockerlistance. Bear right through a sandy stretch8ainiles [03]
and begin a gradual climb. Pass around the sodithagiLone Rock at 9.5 miles. Bear left as a majad goes

right at 11.5 miles [02]. Continue straight acrasdry creek bed at 11.8. Ignore all spur roadsr Bght at 14.1

and 14.2 before reaching Highway 191 at 14.5 njdé% Turn left (north) on 191 and head back to klod's

12.3 miles to the McDonald’s Restaurant on thelsside of town.

Meeting time and place:8:00am at the McDonald’s in Moab; we will leaveBat5am SHARP,.
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Location: Southeast of Moab, west of Highway 191.

Difficuliy: Two obstacles on this trail need special menfidlta- Whirl turns you sideways on a steep hitiyd-
ing you into an uncomfortable lean. Good spotteigecessary to get through safely. Easter Eggstiileezes you
through a narrow opening between two jagged rodkitewmegotiating a steep, challenging, rocky desdg@ody
damage is a real possibility. Both Tilt-a-Whirl aBdster Egg Hill can be bypassed. Many other chgile obsta-
cles remain, including a tight corner hundredseet fabove Coyote Canyon, a tributary of Hatch Wahis trail

is not recommended for stock vehicles. Lockers@neicellent articulation are required. Do not drifis trail
alone.

Route-finding is fairly complicated as the trailpdets from and rejoins a maze of easy county roHasre is little
confusing slickrock, but a spaghetti-works of roadar the overlook of Hatch Wash will have you sdrimg your
head. The map in this book, as far as | know,aesahly one that shows the difficult portions ofsthiail. | plotted
these areas using my own GPS equipment. Make surearry another map with topographic informatiomcase
you get off-course. Also, carry a compass. Youweléd to know your direction of travel to verify thatu're on the
right road. A GPS receiver is a real benefit os thail. It's best to go with someone who has dritlee trail be-
fore.

Features: A lesser-known but great hard-core trail. It's plw during the Easter Jeep Safari because a ggiide
provided. The rest of the year people seem to trauble finding it. Consequently, it sees lightvieh Besides a
variety of very difficult obstacles, the trail offesome outstanding scenery across Flat Iron Medalang the rim
of 800-ft.-deep Hatch Wash.

Time & Distance: The trail, as described here, measures 15.0 ndilesy 4 to 5 hours driving time. (Note: This
trail is 1.3 miles shorter than the full blown Safaersion. | eliminated one confusing and, in npyndon, tedious
side trip between waypoints 11 and 12.)

To Get There: From the McDonald’s Restaurant on the south siddaab, drive 17.5 miles south on Highway
191. Watch for the trail on the right 2.4 milestpdsle-in-the-Rock Home & Gift shop.

Trail Description:

From the start to Tilt-a-Whirl: Reset your odometer as you turn off Highway 19]1[0As you get off the high-
way, turn around and head north on a dirt roadpgheadllels 191. Pass through a gate and cross larawiae
heading west. Turn right at 0.3 miles [02]. At €hé road swings uphill and crosses the first obst@31. The

trail seems to end at a small turnaround areatliaély continues to the right between a large rac# a tree. After
passing through a narrow section with a few chaglsnyou’ll reach the base of Rubble Hill at 1.5es{04]. Bear
right up the hill. Left is a bypass. Rubble Hillatm't look like much, but the loose rock is a abradle for open
differentials. When you reach the top of the Islljing left and follow the trail down a steep, tivigt descent.

At 1.8 turn left at the bottom of the hill (05] afallow an easy road that parallels a buried pipeliTurn right at
2.2 miles (061. Cross an area that looks like mgzkb (07] then climb a series of ledges. At 3.1 yeach the base
of a steep section of slickrock (08]. Climb thekdallowing black tire marks as best as possiblee Trail swings
to the right, then drops down a steep tippy sihetn turns left back uphill. You level off brieflyefore turning left
uphill off the slickrock over a couple of tough tgb at 3.2 miles. You should end up heading irutheast direc-
tion [091. Be careful to stay on the establishadeolt's easy to get lost in this area.

Bear left as a lesser road goes right at 3.3. Gigstt at 3.5 as a road joins on the left [10]. Tbad becomes
wider and easier. Bear right at 4.2 miles [111 thight again heading northwest. Go straight ata%.& lesser road
goes right [12]. Continue on this easy road fortélav A good size road goes left. Pass this roaticamtinue to
6.5 miles and turn left uphill on a much lessedrfiE3]. The road crosses several ledges befordiregaa fork at
7.3 miles (14]. Right takes you down Tilt-a-Whisft is a bypass. Get out of your vehicle and exenthe
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obstacle before starting down. You'll need the haflp good spotter to do it safely.

From Tilt-a-Whirl to the overlook: Reset your odometer. At the bottom of Tilt-a-Wnithke a hard right then an
immediate left down a steep, rocky trench. Theeesame challenging spots through this section.t@dight at
0.4 as a lesser road goes right to an overlookabéfH\Wash (15]. Go straight again at 0.5 as thasypoad road
joins on the left. Go right at 0.9 as you passugtoa shallow canyon. At some point, you shouldrateh Wash
on the right. Bear left at 1.3 as a lesser road gight to another overlook [16]. At 1.7 the madad appears to go
straight (17]; you go right.

A confusing area begins at 2.4 miles [181. Drop mlevbig ledge (there’s a bypass) and bear lefty thake an
immediate right turn. The road swings west towdhgsoverlook. Try not to be confused by crisscrgsipurs.
You reach the overlook at 2.7 miles [19]. Hatch Wasabout 500 ft. deep at this point and the viamsspec-
tacular.

From overlook to end of trail: Reset your odomeiethe overlook. Reverse direction and head ea&str Bght as
two spurs go left at 0.2 miles [20] continuing eds$te road swings right at 0.6 miles and joins telpeoad [21].
You should be able to see distinctive HammerheatkRbead. You'll know it when you see it.

Turn right at 0.9 miles [22] for Easter Egg Hill take the bypass left. You reach Easter Egg hill atmiles 1231.
If you attempt this obstacle, be prepared for bad@yage. It is a complex driving maneuver and reguan excel-
lent spotter. Just after Easter Egg Hill, therefearow point only

few feet from the edge of the canyon. Once agaio)liywant a reliable spotter to guide you througi.1.5 miles
[24] there’s a parking and turnaround area for ¢hebo took the bypass. From there you can walk badkwatch
the action on Easter Egg Hill.

From the turnaround area, head north uphill. Befialt the first fork then right at 1.7 miles [2idading east.
You'll climb out of one valley then dip into anoth& he road changes back and forth from sandydky.dBear
right as a lesser road goes left at 2.4 miles [26} reach the county road at 3.2 miles 1271. Tigit and stay
on the main road until you reach Highway 191 atrbiles [281.

Return Trip: Turn left on Highway 191 to return to Moab. Itlscut 20
miles north.

Meeting time and place:9:00am at the McDonald’s in Moab; we will leave9a@0am SHARP.









Location: Northeast of Moab just outside of town.

Difficulty: Numerous steep climbs and descents over sandstones and ledges. Excellent traction enables vehi-
cles to surmount inclines of incredible steepneggplenty of power is necessary. Make sure youickelis prop-
erly geared. Several tippy spots will test the legrbility of most vehicles. It's important to Feexcellent front
and rear approach angles on your vehicle and gdmdlation. Not recommended for stock vehiclesisTthail is
now marked with painted yellow flame symbols (ph#19. With these symbols, you have a fighting cleanic
finding the trail, although it's always best touehwith someone familiar with the trail. As thenslyols wear
away, route-finding will get progressively morefitifilt. Without symbols, the trail is almost impdss to find
unless you've been on the trail before or are usiRg. These directions are helpful but should ectdiely relied
upon, especially when the trail markings fade. Cardetailed topographic map and a compass. liggbwisori-
ented, it's likely that someone will come alongsoBlease be sure to stay on the trail. If youcgefused, get out
and find the trail on foot. Do not drive around &ssly looking for the trail. Carry at least ondlgaof water per
person per day.

Features: The trail is as beautiful as it is confusing. disha high vantage point with beautiful views of ltlaeSal
Mountains and Negro Bill Canyon to the east arminfthe overlook, the Colorado River. The areass &hown
for the Slickrock Bike Trail which draws avid bileefrom all over the world. The four-wheel-drive dniling
trails crisscross several times but never sharsahee route. Never drive on the biking trail, whigmarked with
painted white dashed lines. Be very careful attiossing points. Always be courteous and friendtys-donta-
gious.

Time & Distance: The trail is 8.5 miles long and can be driven ito 3 hours under ideal circumstances. How-
ever, it's likely to take much longer, especiaflyou’re traveling with a group. Allow 5 to 7 houis be safe.

To Get There: From Main Street and Center Street in the midfilMaab, go four blocks east to 400 East Street.
Head south to Millcreek Drive and turn left. Gaoagght at the stop sign near the cemetery and foBawd Flats
Road 1.7 miles to the entrance booth of the Saat$ Recreation Area (fee required). Turn left afterentrance
booth within a few hundred feet. You'll see a stmdk fin with yellow flame markings that goes te teft.

Trail Description:

From the start to the overlook: Reset your odometer as you turn left off SandsHRaiad [01]. Climb a big hump
onto a slickrock fin and follow it left (photo #2)fter the fin, pass through a sandy area. At Oll2srihere’s a low
spot between the rocks. When dry, it's barely re@tide. In the spring or after heavy rains, howethés, spot fills
with water and can be a quagmire. During thosegjrts dubbed Lake Michigan. Pass through a feride4 [02]
and turn left following the fence line. The roageprs to go straight here so don’t miss this tatang the fence
you can see Lion’s Back on the left. Turn righaa-way intersection at 0.6. Bear left up a stéeptf0.7 [03].
You should see flame symbols on the side of theYfou'll swing to the right somewhat above thetfien de-
scend to the left down a steep section of slickr@timb and descend a massive dome of slickrockt(pi3). At
1.0 [04] a sandy road goes right. You continueigiitaup another large dome (photo #5). The trahseto end at
1.2 [05]. Make a hard right down a steep rock sl&sess precisely between two painted lines oraiigilover.
After this short drop, hug a rock wall on the riginid round a corner. At 1.3 bear left downhill @pat with a
great deal of sideways tilt. Choose your line adhgfthis is a tricky spot. At the bottom of tHidl, bear left into
the sand then start across slickrock. The traihgairight off the slickrock at 1.4 [06]. This isadher turn easily
missed. At 1.5 [07] the trail appears to followdldire marks up a small, steep knoll (photo #4)nDgo up; turn
right. You'll weave through the sand and climb oseme rocks before reaching an intersection wighQlickrock
Bike Trail at 1.6 miles josl (photo #6). Watch fukers speeding down the hills on each side ofitiheel trail.
Go straight here between the rocks on a sandy Best. right through a small turnaround area atGstraight
at 1.9 [09] as a lesser road goes left. Bear left some steep rocks at 2.1 [10]. A bypass goés. g 2.5 miles



turn right for the overlook. Follow a very rockyam, ignoring several spur roads left. The trailead3.1 where it
climbs up slickrock, swings around and comes bankd(12]. Park on top and enjoy the views of théoGaalo
River and Negro Bill Canyon.

From the overlook to Tip-Over Challenge:Reset your odometer at the overlook (12]. Retart¢ start of the
overlook spur [11] and turn right. You'll climb tbe top of another large dome. There are varioogek, one of
which is quite steep and is quickly identified bsdk tire marks. At the top of this dome, swing lfound a natu-
ral rock wall to a gravelly spot at 0.8 miles [1Blrn right and head downhill following flame syni&.oT he trail
swings right and then left down a switchback onliheren rock. As you come down off this hill, swirght to-
wards a large dead tree lying on the ground ang ilto the sand at 0.9 [14]. Follow a sandy traitiilit inter-
sects with the bike trail again at 1.2 [15]. Logkithwest for a large indentation in a massive stick mountain.
This is called the Black Hole but only appears thay when the sun is low (photo #7 ). Use this esference
point. The trail goes around the top of the Blaakestarting on the right side. Here's where the symbols
become essential. Without them, the trail is alnnogtossible to follow. After several steep spotging left and
pass between a small tree and the edge of the Blalekat 1.7 [16] (photo #8). There’s plenty of noeven
though it looks intimidating. From here the traileg up to the right, then swings to the left arocarséries of large
depressions filled with trees at approximately[1:BL (photo #10). You'll pass a deep vehicle-sigpréssion
before starting down a steep ridge line off theksbck at 2.2 miles [18]. Use a spotter. A miscaeetcould send
you tumbling down the slope (photo #9). Once dofirthe slickrock, turn right and follow a sandyitr&8ear

right at a fork at 2.6 [191. At 2.7 [20] you begilimbing up a canyon. Stay to the left as you goAipoad goes
left at 2.9. Go right and almost immediately yos#le Tip-Over Challenge on the left [211 (photo)#ltican be
bypassed to the right. If you try this obstaclentrght after it and merge with the bypass.

From Tip-Over Challenge to end of trail: Reset your odometer at Tip-Over Challenge [21].dHearthwest as
slickrock becomes a rough gravel road for a shistadce. Bear left at a fork at 0.2 [22] and |gfaa at 0.3. At
0.4 [23] climb a steep wall onto a fin and turrhtigAt 0.6 1241 bear left and reverse directionusbould be on a
rough but defined road. At 0.8 [25] climb Rubbleitible—a steep, loose-rock hill. Go straight atds@ good
size road goes right [ui. You'll descend along llase of Lion’s Back before passing through a nartippy spot
at 1.5 miles [271. Hard-top vehicles have a touigie there trying to avoid nipping a roof edge (ph#1@). Bear
right at a vandalized gate at 1.6 [281 and droputhh some tough rocks turning left. Pass througeaeh-like
area with roads going in every direction. Contitm@ead southeast. You'll soon intersect with Silads Road at
approximately 2.5 miles [29].

Return Trip: Turn right and head back to Moab.

Meeting time and place:8:00am at the City Market Parking lot; we will leaving at 8:15am SHARP.
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Location: Southwest of Moab off Highway 279.

Difficulty: A classic hard-core trail with many challengingtales including tight switchbacks, high irregular
ledges, steep slickrock climbs, and several tigmts Few stock vehicles can complete this tratheat body
damage. Vehicle modifications including differehti@ckers are highly recommended. Route-findingeiatively
easy on the first half of Poison Spider Mesa btgrahe turn for Golden Spike, it becomes difficMithite painted
Jeep symbols mark the trail all the way but theysmetimes hard to see. If you go very long witlseging one,
you're probably off the trail. Retrace your stepsl aeexamine your options.

Features: This is one of the most popular trails in Moab @&ndften combined with Golden Spike (Trail #213an
Gold Bar Rim (Trail #19). Poison Spider Mesa isia-filled combination of challenging obstacles amctedible
scenery. The second half of the trail passes byaagive Little Arch on the way to an outstandingrook of the
entire Moab area. Mountain biking is extremely gdapwon this trail. Drive with caution and be counts to bikers
at all times.

Time & Distance: It's 5.3 miles to the start of Golden Spike. Tkeand half ioop adds 3.7 miles. The overlook is
0.6 miles each way. It takes more than an houedch Golden Spike. The entire round trip back ¢ostirt in-
cluding the overlook takes 5 to 6 hours, not counstops and extra route-finding time. If you'ravieling with a
group, add more time. Many people underestimatarheunt of time required to drive this trail.

To Get There: Head north from Moab on Highway 191. About 1.5awipast the river turn left on Potash Road
Highway 279. Drive 5.9 miles south and turn rigphill at a parking area.

Trail Description:

Part | (to Golden Spike): The trail climbs uphill and swings right up a serof difficult switchbacks. At 1.1 drop
down a narrow, rocky chute [02]. The road smootltsab 1.6 at an area called Tie-Rod Flats [03jels rocky
again at 2.3 as you enter a canyon. The first majstacle, called the Waterfall, is reached anilés 1041. Stay
as far right as possible as you start up. It cule®ver another ledge then swings right upl@veral tough
spots follow before a wide switchback swings I&fiound the corner is another big ledge. Take arfémutes at
2.8 miles [0%] to enjoy the view of Behind the Re@and the La Sal Mountains (see photo page 106).94you
reach another popular obstacle called the Wedgy.[@8 a V-shaped groove that can be driven ifedént ways.
It's easy if you straddle it and more difficultyibu lean. Immediately after the Wedgy, there’s afesing sandy
stretch. Bikers take a fork to the left. You wambtar right uphill in the sand then make a hagttlbetween the
rocks. After swinging left and climbing a big ledg®u reach a high, flat area of slickrock callbd Mesa at 3.2
[07]. Head north over a series of rocky whoop-t5¢@]. At 4.0 miles there’s an easy stretch catledHigh Speed
Mesa [091. You can make up lost time here but whichikers. Along this stretch there’s a grave keamon the
right at 4.2. Legend has it that a little girl natdary Jane Francis was buried here in 1896. Sbgeally died
from—you guessed it—a bite from a poison spidee High Speed Mesa ends at about 4.9 miles. At1RDthe
trail swings left downhill a short distance, thevirgys right (almost reversing direction) throughraef stretch of
sand. Watch for Jeep symbols on intermittent stickr The trail then swings left onto a higher riadgeslickrock

at 5.2 (11]. Black tire marks and Jeep symbolstabia way. Once you get on top of the slickroclardeft fol-
lowing the natural ridge. Stop at 5.3 miles (124 @et out of your vehicle. Look for cairns and atelarrow with
the word “BIKE” pointing to the right. When you firthe arrow, you have found the official startiram for
Golden Spike (Trail #21), which continues on theksbck straight ahead (northwest). Poison Spidesafturns
right and follows the arrow off the slickrock. Jespnbols also continue in this direction.

Part Il (the loop): Reset your odometer as you bear right off théxsdick (121. Before you proceed, look north-
east to see Pig Rock (see photo). It looks likeydying on her side with little piglets sucklingse this as a refer-
ence point as you continue around the loop. Anilgs [13] Jeep symbols go in two directions. Tikishere the
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loop ends. You’'ll come back here later. Bear riginv. Climb to the top of a slickrock hill at 0.34[1 Descend
down the right side. At the bottom swing left atichb gradually. When you reach the top of this,hihu’ll drop
down a very steep descent between some treesn@ergiraight at the bottom on a sandy road. A{T63 go
straight as a lesser road goes left. After pagsiraugh a tight spot in the trees, bear left ugiy wteep section of
slickrock. Watch for Jeep symbols. As you startthipre’s a dangerous turn to the right that isesrely tippy.
Use a spotter. If you get a tire in the wrong spotj could roll off the slickrock. When you comeand the cor-
ner at 0.6 [16], you should drive over the word AfR@ainted on the rock. An arrow points to the righfalk this
direction to see the arch.

After viewing the arch, continue following symbofSircle around

giant pothole at 0.9 [17]. At 1.1 after coming doaffisome rock, bear right where a sandy road tgfefl81. At
1.3 bear left uphill staying on rock [191. Many p&incorrectly turn right here into a sandy guly.1.6 bear left
at an important fork [20]. Within a hundred feettlois turn you should see a steep section of sldkcovered
with black tire marks. Turn right here. Continuewand the corner and turn left into a ravine. Wdtrtsymbols;
your choices are limited. Meander up and down a&cedeng expanse of slickrock before reaching amater-
section at 2.1 miles [21]. A sign post indicatespkecan go left or right. Right takes you to thertnok in 0.6
miles [24]. If you have an extra hour, it's worttettime. Come back to this point when you're fieidh

Reset your odometer [211. Head west continuingratdiie loop. Bear right at 0.1 at another sign.pbis¢é road
gets sandy with fewer Jeep symbols. At 0.3 [22T leFaacross a large section of slickrock into meand. At 0.4
turn left as you come up onto a ledge then beat.rigou should see more symbols. The road becowitsrizde-
fined in the sand. You can go either way at 0.7.[R&ht takes you to the top of a sand hill; kafites you around
the sand hill. From here the trail continues soathand is well marked with Jeep symbols. At 1.lesi13] the
loop ends. Turn right.

Return Trip: Retrace your steps back the way you came. If yan {@ continue on to Golden Spike, remember to

turn right at the white painted arrow and the wBt{E [121. If it's late in the day, you can’t congté Golden
Spike without camping overnight. Many have spentiaplanned night on this trail.

Meeting time and place:8:00am at the Super 8 Motel Parking lot; we wéllbaving at 8:15am SHARP.
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Location: On the high plateau immediately southwest of Moab.

Difficulty: This trail wastes little time getting down to husss. The first mile scares the wits out of mospje
I've driven it many times and still get nervouslohg climb of tight, tippy, and extremely difficuitdges requires
excellent driving skills and a very capable vehi&ellovers are not unusual. You must come dowrstree way
you go up. Stock vehicles and inexperienced drishmild stay off this trail. Lockers are highly eeamended.
Do not drive this trail alone. Route-finding is edby frequent sign posts and painted white dakheslin places.
Gaps in these markings, however, still require yloat pay close attention to directions. Do not,emahy circum-
stances, wander into the Behind the Rocks Wilder&gdy Area. Stay on the route at all times.

Features: Conveniently located at Moab’s back door, thid tHers a four- wheeling experience that you walk
about for a long time. It has always been busy pigmty of hikers and bikers. A new chair lift, namoperation,
will increase traffic significantly. Keep your eyepen for wandering children and hiker wannabeg. &idreme
caution and be courteous at all times.

Time & Distance: The round trip described here measures 8.2 nWeth capable vehicles, it can be driven in 3
to 4 hours. Allow more time for larger groups.

To Get There: From the south side of Moab at the McDonald’s Basint on Main Street, take Kane Creek Road
west. Bear left at the first fork and head soutinglthe Colorado River. As soon as you round thmel pleegin
watching for a trail sign on the left at 2.7 miles.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer when you turn off the pavenoentBear left and follow a narrow shelf
that tilts precariously outward with a sheer drdpto the left. Perhaps the toughest and most dangespot is
just a short walk up the hill. If you have any dtsulbout your driving skills or vehicle capabilityalk up first
and take a look. Once you begin, there’s no easgepio turn around on this lower section. The Gisttacle,
called the Devils Crack, is a high, irregular ledigat must be traversed while making an awkwarktigrn. Ex-
act tire placement is important so use a spottenllaver here could send you tumbling off thefclifhe next two
ledges look less harrowing, but actually tilt yadesvays more than the first obstacle. Choose yioanlery care-
fully. Another half mile of very difficult obstacéefollows on a zig-zag course to the top. Folloe white dashed
lines which show the correct four-wheel-drive route

You reach the top at 1.1 miles [021. Here you cpra&te property. Please respect the owner’'s opesirPark
and walk north to see a fantastic view of Moab edmd the La Sal Mountains to the east. Watchifgrtseers
who have come up the chairlift. Once at the toe,tthil swings around to the south. Bear right.4triiles before
encountering more challenging terrain. Stay cléawo vehicle-size potholes below a sandstone ritdgét undis-
turbed, these potholes contain small organismsciirae to life after a rain. These organisms arengrortant part
of nature’s food chain. Whether wet or dry, newévelthrough a pothole in the slickrock.

Important: Most of this trail follows the boundarf/the Behind the Rocks Wilderness Study Areas &itremely
important that you stay on the route at all tin¥dss part of the trail is confusing. Do not wantiew far west or
south into the W.S.A.

Bear right at a fork at 1.8 miles [03]. You willtuen to this spot later from a different directidrhe trail swings
west for a short distance before turning southrag&@ion’t continue west into the W.S.A.) At 2.4 aslit swings
east and climbs an extremely steep slickrock dddg [There are no signs of the trail here but tlesyime on the
other side just after an extremely steep downhiltien at 2.6 miles. Spur roads begin to branclinoffarious di-
rections but most are marked with sign posts. Stathe trail. Go straight at 2.7 miles, right & iles, and right
again at 3.1 miles. At 3.5 a sign indicates Hiddalley Hiking Tralil to the right; you go left IOSBear right at
4.1 before reaching the overlook at 4.3 miles Fhame you can see Spanish Valley and the La Sal Mnm
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Return Trip: Turn around and retrace your steps for about a thén bear right [071 as the trail drops rapidly
into a sandy ravine. At 5.6 miles there’s a stsapgdy hill on the left [08] that many people attémopdrive. Con-
tinue down the ravine until mile 5.9 io. Bear laftd begin a rocky, twisting climb out of the ravii¢ 6.4 you
return to the fork mentioned earlier [03]. Froméyeurn right and go out the way you came in.

Meeting time and place:9:30am at the City Market parking lot; we will iesat 9:45am SHARP.
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Location: Southwest of Moab. The trail begins from Kane @rne@ead and exits southeast at Highway 191.

Difficulty: Considered by many to be the toughest four milesliof Moab. (Other trails have more difficuldin
vidual obstacles—Behind the Rocks’ White Knuckldl BEind High Dive are two that come to mind.) I'vevén
Pritchett Canyon several times, always with a laygeip. It's rare not to have at least one or tehieles with
major breakdowns. If you have any weak points iaryeehicle, this trail will likely expose them. Dgfential
lockers and/or winches are basic requirements.riSurgly, route-finding is not too difficult. Theanyon is nar-
row so you can't stray far. Spur roads dead endkijuiOnce out of the canyon, roads are fairly vasfined, al-
though you have to follow directions carefully besa there are many spurs.

Features: This trail is best known for its toughest obstaclEhe Rock Pile—a gigantic ledge with no bypass. It
gets its name from rocks piled at its base to nitagasier. Unfortunately, the rocks get thrown guickly by spin-
ning tires. Vehicles with very large tires and agavheel base have the best chance of getting aidech Most
vehicles require a winch. Broken axles are commenally the result of macho drivers who refuseite gip.

Time & Distance: It's 4.4 miles to the top of the canyon and anofl#e5 to reach Highway 191. A trouble-free
run through the canyon should take only 2 to 4 &qlus another hour to drive out. It's more likdlpwever, to
take an entire day. Larger groups take longer.

To Get There: From the south side of Moab at the McDonald’'s Restnt on Main Street, take Kane Creek Road
west. Bear left at the first fork and head soutinglthe Colorado River. At 4.6 miles, before thegmaent ends,

turn left into a private campground marked by dt-spil fence. Because the start of the trail pagbeough private
property, you are asked to pay a small fee.

Trail Description: Reset your odometer at the start [oil. Bear fh ia sandy ravine that runs along the east side
of the campground. The trail heads north briefBrtturns right and follows the narrow canyon. Rassugh a
gate before reaching a tricky step-down ledgeatflles [02]. The canyon widens at 0.5 miles. Bégit unless
you're interested in attempting a giant ledge anl#it. The trail is easy until 1.5 miles where yound

corner and pass through a spring-fed muddy secltay. out of a deep water hole on the right. Atrilés [03],
there’s a steep descent to the left followed byagonrock obstacle at the bottom. (It can be bypadgs the right.)
After the obstacle, turn right and continue updhayon. Continue straight as a spur road goetoleftside canyon
at 2.5 miles [04j. There are some optional obstagtethe right at 3.5 miles before reaching Roékescker at
3.6. This is a very nasty spot [05]. At first ydunk you can drive right up, but after a few thielseécomes appar-
ent that this is no ordinary obstacle. The haraertyy, the more you get wedged against the rodkamethe left.
Winching is difficult because it has to be donerirthe side at an awkward angle. After this spotithié
switchbacks up a steep hill.

At 3.9 miles bear left as a spur goes right indinection of Pritchett Arch. This is not the bestyo get to the
arch (See Trail #26). There's a driver’s choicd .atfollowed by a fairly tough spot before reachihg Rock Pile
at 4.2 miles This is a frequent spot of congestipirivers take time to find the best way up. Qftepairs are
being made. Relax, watch the action, and learnwhras you can. Your turn is next.

After the Rock Pile, several tough obstacles oteeshill remain.

If you have a serious breakdown at the Rock Rileam take hours to winch

a vehicle the remaining short distance to the top.

Once you reach the crest of the hill at 4.4 mi@g,[the road swings right and winds downhill. AT Bniles an-
other spur road goes right to Pritchett Arch [{Befer to Trail #26 for directions to the arch. #og, steep hike is
required.) The road splits briefly and comes bagjether before reaching an intersection with BeltiredRocks
(Trail #28) at 6.1 miles [09]. Continue straightrn here. It's 14.5 miles to Highway 191. See dio#xt below.
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Return Trip: Return to the main trail and turn right to theeisection with Behind the Rocks [06]. Reset your
odometer at this point. Continue straight as ttael rcurves uphill to the right. After climbing a kycstretch, con-
tinue straight across slickrock at 1.5 miles. Gaight at 2.2 [05] and again at 4.0 miles [04]. Tbad curves left
downhill and crosses a shelf at 4.5 miles. The reathins wide and is easy to follow. Soon the rmades left
and heads northeast. It splits and comes backhegei broad valley can be seen ahead with Lon&k Rrothe
distance. Bear right through a sandy stretch atriflé@s [03] and begin a gradual climb.

Pass around the south side of Lone Rock at 9.5%nilear left as a major road goes right at 11.831{02]. Con-
tinue straight across a dry creek bed at 11.8.rigath spur roads. Bear right at 14.1 and 14.2ieefeaching
Highway 191 at 14.5 miles iou.

Turn left (north) on 191 and head back to Moals. 12.3

miles to the McDonald’s Restaurant on the south sidtown.

Meeting time and place:9:00am at the McDonald’s in Moab; we will be leayiat 9:15am SHARP.
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Look at the picture. Can you see the pieces okblaempy dirt?

What are the dangers?

It is easy to harm cryptopbiotic crusts. A footpigan
kill the soil. The bilke trail in the picture hurtise
ground.

Crusts need sunlight to live. They die if they oeied.

It takes a long time for the crust to grow. It ¢ake
hundreds of years.

What can | do?
A footprint can turn crust to dust. WATCH YOUR
STEP, EVERYWHERE!

Look for crytobiotic soil. Stay on trails and bigaths.
Save our Moab trails.

This is called cryptobiotic soil. And we must strive to
keep ourselves, our pets, and our rigs off of it.

What is it?

This dirt is alive.lt is made of many tiny living things.
They are like a rug covering the ground. Water make
soil crust swell and move. The ground gets bumpy.
They were here before the dinosaurs, they helpéd ma
Earth’s air.

Notice how it looks like rubber/latex peeling o thpen
edges, this is crust also.

Why is it important?

Cryptobiotic soil crusts are important. They heteg the
soil firm. They stop wind and water from moving ttiet.
They also help feed and water the soil.
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